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SUBJECT: INDIAN MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS CHAV AN'S STATEMENT ON HIS 
VISIT TO US AND ARMS TO PAKISTAN 

REF: NEW DELHI 2268 

BEGIN SUMMARY: FOREIGN MINISTER CHA VAN'S EXTEMPORANEOUS 
STATEMENTS IN BOTH HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT ABOUT HIS UPCOMING 
WASHINGTON VISIT AND THE REPORTED US DECISION TO RESUME ARMS 
SUPPLY TO PAKISTAN RECEIVED TOP NEWS PLAY IN THE INDIAN NEWSPAPERS 
APPEARING FEB 19. THE PRESS COVERAGE WAS PRECEDED BY EXTENSIVE 
RADIO AND TELEVISION NEWS COVERAGE FEB 18 NIGHT. END SUMMARY. 

1. LEADING NEWSPAPERS PROMINENTLY HIGHLIGHTED, BOTH IN HEADLINES 
AND NEWS CONTENTS, THAT MR. CHA VAN MAY DROP US VISIT. THREE 
DAILIES ACCORDED THE STORY THE LEAD NEWS SPOTS WITH FRONT-PAGE 
HEADLINES: "CHAV AN MAY DROP VISIT TO USA" (STATESMAN); 

"CHA VAN MAY DROP US VISIT" (TIMES OF INDIA), AND "CHA VAN'S 
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2. OTHER NEWSPAPERS RAN BOX ITEMS: "UNCERTAINTY OVER VISIT" 
(HINDUSTAN TIMES); "CHAV AN NOT SURE OF US VISIT" (NATIONAL HERALD) 

AND "CHAV AN'S US TRIP IN DOUBT" (PATRIOT). 

3. WRITTEN BY THEIR PARLIAMENTARY CORRESPONDENTS, THE DISPATCHES 
WERE EXTENSIVE, CONTINUING ON INSIDE PAGES. MANY REPORTS CARRIED 
COMMENTS. THE INDIAN EXPRESS REPORTED THAT THE MINISTER’S STATE- 
MENT "CREATED A STIR" AND THE CANCELLATION OF HIS VISIT WILL 
"INDIRECTLY EXPRESS" INDIA’S "DISPLEASURE" OVER THE REPORTED US 
DECISION. ACCORDING TO THE STATESMAN, THE CANCELLATION OF THE 
VISIT WILL BE "A MAJOR SET-BACK" FOR INDO-AMERICAN RELATIONS. HE 
ADDED: "OBSERVERS HERE ARE STILL HOPEFUL THAT THE US ADMINISTRATION 
WILL HAVE SECOND THOUGHTS IN THE MATTER." THE HINDISTAN TIMES 
DECLARED THAT "MR. CHA VAN’S REMARKS.. .SEEM TO HAVE CAST A SPELL OF 
UNCERTAINTY" ON HIS VISIT TO THE US. THE PATRIOT REPORTED THAT 

THE FOREIGN MINISTER "HAS RAISED DOUBTS ABOUT HIS VISIT TO WASHING- 
TON." 

4. ANOTHER POINT UNDERSCORED IN THE HEADLINES EXPRESSED INDIA’S 
CONCERN OVER THE REPORTED PAKISTAN OFFER OF A NAVAL BASE TO THE US 
THE CONGRESS PARTY-ORIENTED NATIONAL HERALD LED FRONT-PAGE WITH 
THIS HEADLINE: "US ANGLING FOR BASE IN PAKISTAN?" PAGE ONE HEADLINE 
IN THE HINDUSTAN TIMES READ: "CHA VAN FEELS PAK MAY GIVE US 

NAVAL BASE." THE STATESMAN CORRESPONDENT WROTE: "THE BELIEF IS 
GROWING HERE THAT AN INFORMAL DECISION FAVORING PAKISTAN WITH 
LETHAL WEAPONS MAY ALREADY HAVE BEEN TAKEN. IF THIS IS SO, IT IS A 
SERIOUS ADVERSE DEVELOPMENT, PUTTING INDO-US RELATIONS INTO JEO- 
PARDY ON THE ONE HAND, AND NULLIFYING THE MOVES MADE BY NEW DELHI 
AND ISLAMABAD TO NORMALIZE THEIR RELATIONS." THE NATIONAL HERALD 
CORRESPONDENT NOTED THAT "THE ISSUE OF RENEWED AMERICAN ARMS FLOW 
INTO PAKISTAN GAINED A SHARPER AND MORE SINISTER DIMENSION" 

WITH THE STATEMENT OF THE FOREIGN MINISTER. 

5. NEWS DISPATCHES USED EXTENSIVE QUOTES FROM MR. CHA VAN’S 
STATEMENT, REPORTED REF. CABLE. 

6. EDITORIAL COMMENTS ARE EXPECTED FEB 20.SCHNEIDER 

UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SPEECHES, ARMS SHIPMENTS, GOVERNMENT REACTIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 19 FEB 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975NEWDE02348 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750059-0093 
From: NEW DELHI 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750232/aaaabcgh.tel 

Line Count: 98 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 75 NEW DELHI 2268 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ElyME 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 13 MAY 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <1 3 MAY 2003 by BrownAM>; APPROVED <07 JAN 2004 by ElyME> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: INDIAN MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS CHAVAN'S STATEMENT ON HIS VISIT TO US AND ARMS TO PAKISTAN 
TAGS: PFOR, IN, US, PK, (CHAVAN, Y B) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



